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ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[FRL-4106-3] 

Nominations  of  Estuaries  to  the 
National  Estuary  Program 

agency:  Environmental  Protection 

Agency. 

action:  Notice. 

summary:  The  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  is  announcing  its  call  for 
nominations  of  estuaries  to  the  National 
Estuary  Program  (NEP).  The  Governor  of 
any  state  may  nominate  an  estuary 
located  wholly  or  partly  within  the  state 
to  be  included  in  the  NEP.  After 
evaluating  the  nominations  received,  the 
EPA  will  select  up  to  three  estuaries  to 
be  included  in  the  NEP  in  Fiscal  Year 
1993. 

DATES:  Nominations  must  be  submitted 
to  the  EPA  on  or  before  April  20, 1992. 
ADDRESSES:  Governors’  nominations 
should  be  addressed  to  The 
Administrator,  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  401  M  Street  SW., 
Washington,  DC  20460.  A  copy  of  the 
nomination  should  also  be  sent  to  Mark 
Curran,  Oceans  and  Coastal  Protection 
Division  (WH-556F),  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  Washington,  DC 
20460  and  to  the  appropriate  regional 
representative  listed  below. 

FDR  FURTHER  INFDRMATIDN  CDNTACT: 
Information  concerning  the  NEP  and  the 
nomination  process  can  be  obtained  by 
contacting  the  following  individuals: 

Ron  Manfredonia,  Water  Quality 
Branch,  US  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  Region  I,  JFK  Federal 
Building,  One  Congress  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02203,  (617)  565-3531. 

Mario  Del  Vicario,  Marine  &  Wetlands 
Protection  Branch,  US  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  Region  II,  Jacob  K. 
Javitz  Federal  Building,  26  Federal 
Plaza,  New  York,  NY  10278,  (212)  264- 
5170. 

Richard  Pepino,  Environmental 
Assessment  Branch,  US 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Region  III,  841  Chestnut  Building, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107,  (215)  597-1181. 
Stallings  Howell,  Wetlands,  Oceans  and 
Watersheds  Branch,  US 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Region  IV,  345  Courtland  Street,  NE„ 
Atlanta,  GA  30365,  (404)  347-1740. 
Richard  Hoppers,  Water  Quality 
Management  Branch,  US 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Region  VI,  First  Interstate  Bank  Tower 
at  Fountain  Place,  1445  Ross  Avenue 
12th  Floor  Suite  1200,  Dallas,  TX 
75202-2733,  (214)  655-7135, 

Loretta  Barsamian,  Wetlands,  Oceans 
and  Estuaries  Branch,  US 


Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Region  IX,  75  Hawthorne  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94105,  (415)  744-1953. 
Jack  Gakstatter,  Office  of  Coastal 
Waters,  US  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  Region  X,  1200  Sixth  Avenue, 
Seattle,  WA  98101,  (206)  442-0966. 
Mark  Curran,  Oceans  and  Coastal 
Protection  Division  (WH-556F),  OfHce 
of  Water,  US  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  Washington,  DC 
20460,  (202)  260-6502. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFDRMATIDN: 

Background 

The  National  Estuary  Program  (NEP) 
was  established  under  sections  317  and 
320  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  (CWA),  as 
amended  by  the  Water  Quality  Act  of 
1987.  The  purpose  of  the  NEP  is  to 
promote  long-term  planning  and 
management  in  nationally  significant 
estuaries  threatened  by  pollution, 
development,  or  overuse.  This  goal  is 
achieved  through  the  preparation  of  a 
Comprehensive  Conservation  and 
Management  Plan  (CCMP)  which 
documents  the  problems  and 
recommends  approaches  for  correcting 
and  preventing  problems  for  each 
estuary. 

The  NEP  seeks  to  protect  and  improve 
water  and  sediment  quality  and  to 
enhance  living  resources  by  helping  to: 

•  Establish  working  partnerships 
among  Federal,  State,  and  local 
governments; 

•  Fully  utilize  scientific  and 
management  experience  in  development 
of  CCMPs; 

•  Increase  public  awareness  of 
pollution  problems  and  ensure  public 
participation  in  consensus  building; 

•  Promote  basinwide  planning  to 
control  pollution  and  manage  living 
resources;  and 

•  Oversee  development  and 
implementation  of  pollution  abatement 
and  control  programs. 

There  are  currently  17  estuaries  in  the 
NEP.  Three  of  the  original  estuary 
programs,  Puget  Sound,  WA;  Buzzards 
Bay,  MA;  and  Narragansett  Bay,  RI, 
have  completed  or  will  soon  complete 
their  CCMPs.  These  programs  will  then 
begin  to  implement  the  actions 
reconunended  in  their  CCMPs.  The 
remaining  14  programs  are  in  various 
stages  of  CC^^  development  and  are 
located  in  Casco  Bay, 

Massachusetts  Bays,  MA;  Long  Island 
Sound,  NY  and  CT;  NY-NJ  Harbor,  NY 
and  NJ;  Delaware  Bay,  DE,  PA,  and  NJ; 
Delaware  Inland  Bays,  DE;  Albemarle- 
Pamlico  Sounds,  NC;  Indian  River 
Lagoon,  FL;  Tampa  Bay,  FL;  Sarasota 
Bay,  FL;  Barataria-Terrebonne  Estuarine 
Complex,  LA;  Galveston  Bay,  TX;  Santa 
Monica  Bay,  CA;  and  San  Francisco 
Bay,  CA. 


Under  CWA  section  320(a),  the 
Governor  of  any  state  may  nominate  an 
estuary  located  wholly  or  partly  within 
the  state  and  request  that  the 
Administrator  of  EPA  convene  a 
management  conference  to  develop  a 
CCMP  for  the  estuary.  The  CWA  calls 
for  the  applicants  to  document  the 
national  significance  of  the  estuary,  the 
need  for  a  management  conference,  and 
its  likelihood  of  success.  In  response  to 
a  Governor’s  nomination  or  on  his  own 
initiative,  the  EPA  Administrator  is 
authorized  to  determine  whether  the 
attainment  or  maintenance  of  a  desired 
level  of  water  quality  in  an  estuary 
requires  additional  pollution  abatement 
and  control  programs  to  supplement 
existing  controls.  Based  on  this 
determination,  the  Administrator  is 
authorized  to  convene  management 
conferences  for  such  estuaries. 

EPA  has  determined  that  the  addition 
of  new  estuaries  to  the  NEP  beyond  the 
existing  17  is  warranted.  Based  on  this 
determination,  the  Administrator  will 
convene  up  to  three  additional 
management  conferences  in  Fiscal  Year 
1993. 

Preparation  of  Nominations 

Nominations  should  be  prepared 
based  on  EPA’s  Final  Guidance  on  the 
Contents  of  a  Governor’s  Nomination. 
'The  EPA  will  provide  an  information  kit 
upon  request  to  assist  interested  states 
in  preparing  their  nominations.  This 
information  kit  includes  background 
information  and  selection  criteria  on  the 
NEP,  a  copy  of  section  320  of  the  CWA, 
and  a  copy  of  EPA’s  Final  Guidance  on 
the  Contents  of  a  Governor’s 
Nomination.  Requests  for  this 
information  kit  should  be  made  to  the 
US  EPA  Regional  office  that  serves  the 
interested  state.  Contact  names,  phone 
numbers  and  addresses  are  provided  in 
the  “FDR  FURTHER  INFDRMATIDN 
CDNTACT’’  section  of  this  Federal 
Register  notice. 

Many  of  the  elements  of  estuarine 
management  employed  in  the  NEP  are 
being  applied  by  public  and  private 
parties  in  estuaries  that  are  not 
currently  part  of  the  National  Estuary 
Program.  Substantial  progress  towards 
meeting  some  NEP  objectives  has  been 
realized  in  some  of  these  estuaries. 

Based  on  these  factors,  and 
experience  gained  fi'om  the  existing  17 
management  conferences,  EPA  believes 
it  will  be  possible  to  more  quickly  and 
economically  develop  CCMPs  for 
estuaries  to  be  designated  in  the  future. 
Therefore,  when  considering 
management  conferences  to  be 
convened  in  Fiscal  Year  1993,  EPA  will 
give  preference  to  nominations  that 
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describe  actions  underway  to  identify 
and  characterize  environmental 
problems  and  their  causes,  established 
partnerships  among  governmental  and 
private  groups  with  natural  resource 
management  and  protection  missions, 


and  public  involvement  in  developing 
and  executing  action  strategies.  Ihe 
available  information  kit  provides 
further  details  on  the  information  which 
should  be  presented  in  the  nomination 
to  allow  the  Administrator  to  determine 
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whether  a  candidate  estuary  should  be 
selected  for  the  NEP. 

Lajuana  S.  Wilcher, 

Assistant  Administrator. 

(FR  Doc.  92-4076  Filed  2-19-92;  8:45  ami 
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